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Related Editors.A Chinese woman is being forced to adopt the surname of her boyfriend - and some Western diplomats say the
ruling is discriminatory. Shi Yang is also given to humiliation and forced to call him Mr Wang. She is the wife of a diplomat
who is assigned to a position in China's embassy in South Africa. Mrs Yang has been told she will have to change her name to
Mr Wang if she wants to stay in South Africa. She is also being forced to wear an official badge at work which identifies her as
Mr Wang. When South Africa introduced its white minority laws in 1956, the new law made it mandatory for members of the
European community to adopt a surname. The ruling also forced married couples to adopt the surnames of both the husband and
wife. Before the change, women had to use their maiden name. Mrs Yang is a university graduate with a degree in marketing
and worked for an internet company. She is a South African citizen and has lived in South Africa for about 10 years. A couple
of years ago, her husband, who was a diplomat posted in Indonesia, was transferred to a post in South Africa. He was posted
here to take up a role with the Chinese government. Shi Yang has been told to keep the name Mr Wang, because her married
surname was Wang and not Wang. She said it was unfair for South Africa to make her adopt a new surname as it was also unfair
for her husband to have to adopt a surname. "Before I came to South Africa, I felt I was proud of my nationality and knew who
I was. But now I feel ashamed to be Chinese," she said. Mr Wang is an old friend and they met when they were in South Africa
last year. The couple are not officially married and do not have a formal marriage certificate. When they were studying
together, they used to chat on the internet for a while. Mr Wang never proposed to her and she never said yes. He proposed
when he went back to China and she accepted. He is a Chinese national and Shi Yang is a South African citizen. She was born in
China and has Chinese ancestry. China's consulate in Johannesburg sent a letter in June to Mr Wang telling him that the couple
would have to adopt a Chinese surname. The letter did not say why. South Africa's Foreign Minister Maite Nkoana-Mashab
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